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Acknowledgements 

1 . Claims 1-14 are pending in this Office Action. 

2. Examiner acknowledges Applicant's Preliminary Amendment to claim 7 and the 
addition of claim 14, filed March 17, 2004. 

Priority 

3. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 119(a)-(d). 

4. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
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granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-2, 5, 6, 8, and 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Zeif (US 7209859). 

7. With respect to claims 1 , 2 and 8, Zeif teaches a work record acquisition system 
in which respective worker's terminals are connected to a work record acquisition server 
common to a plurality of workers through a network, wherein the work record acquisition 
server comprises: 

a. work record storage means for storing the work record of each of the 
workers (column/line 1 1/54-56, regarding the storing of real time data received); 

b. input screen display control means for displaying a data input screen, on 
which at least a type of work, a work start time, and a finish of business operation 
can be designated, on each of the worker's terminals (column/line 9/30-42, 
regarding the interactive screed used to display information to the employee at 
the station; column/line 8/57-9/1, regarding employee identification and tracking 
information is read and stored in a computer at a station; column/line 9/62-10/7, 
regarding employee information being relayed to the interactive screen) 
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c. work record calculation/storage means for writing, when a type of work 
and a work start time are designated from any one of the worker's terminals, a 
new work record including at least the received type of work and the received 
work start time in the storage region of the worker relating to the worker's 
terminal of the work record storage means, and writing the working hours, which 
are determined by the start time of an immediately previous work and the start 
time of the received new work, in the working hour column of the work record of 
the immediately previous work (column/line 28/33-49, regarding tracking 
employee's time spent at a particular work station) ; and 

d. final work record calculation/storage means for writing, when a finish of 
business operation is designated from any one of the worker's terminals, the 
working hours, which are determined by the start time of a final work and the time 
at which the finish of business operation is received, in the working hour column 
in the final work record of the worker relating to the worker's terminal of the work 
record storage means (column/line 28/33-49, regarding tracking employee's time 
spent at a particular work station). 

8. As to claims 5 and 1 1 , Zeif teaches a work record acquisition server according to 
claim 2, further comprising screen during work display control means for causing the 
predetermined worker's terminal to continuously display a screen during work which 
includes the information during work created from the information relating to the final 
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work of a worker in the work record storage means and the screen during work is 
smaller than the display screen of the worker's terminal (column/line 9/30-42, regarding 
the interactive screed used to display information to the employee at the station). 

9. Regarding claims 6 and 12, Zeif teaches a work record acquisition server 
according to claim 5, wherein the screen during work display control means causes the 
worker's terminal of a worker, relating to information during work, to display the screen 
during work (column/line 9/30-42, regarding the interactive screed used to display 
information to the employee at the station). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

11. Claims 7 and 13, 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Zeif (US 7209859). 
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12. With respect to claims 7 and 14, Zeif teaches a work record acquisition server 
according to claim 5, comprising authority storage means for storing an authority level in 
the relationship between the respective workers (column/line 23/25-28, regarding facility 
production manager accessing the production data at the work station). Zeif does not 
directly teach wherein the screen during work display control means causes the 
worker's terminal of a worker having a higher authority level to display the screen during 
work including the information during work of a worker or a plurality of worker whose 
authority level relating to the above worker is low. However, it is old in well known in 
the art for a person with higher authority level (i.e. system administrator) to be able to 
access the information of a person with lower authority level in a computer system. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include the 
business system of Zeif with the ability to for a person with higher authority level (i.e. 
system administrator) to be able to access the information of a person with lower 
authority level in a computer system as taught by old and well known art since the 
claimed invention is merely a combination of old elements, and in the combination each 
element merely would have performed the same function as it did separately, and one 
of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the results of the combination 
were predictable. 
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13. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to use 
the interactive display system in Zeif to allow the facility production manager to access 
the information that would be on the display screen of a worker with a lower authority 
level. 

14. Regarding claim 13, Jensen teaches a work record acquisition program 
according to claim 11, 

e. input screen display control means for displaying a data input screen, on 
which at least a type of work, a work start time, and a finish of business operation 
can be designated, on each of the worker's terminals (column/line 9/30-42, 
regarding the interactive screed used to display information to the employee at 
the station; column/line 8/57-9/1, regarding employee identification and tracking 
information is read and stored in a computer at a station; column/line 9/62-10/7, 
regarding employee information being relayed to the interactive screen); 

f. work record calculation/storage means for writing, when a type of work 
and a work start time are designated from any one of the worker's terminals, a 
new work record including at least the received type of work and the received 
work start time in the storage region of the worker relating to the worker's 
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terminal of the work record storage means, and writing the working hours, which 
are determined by the start time of an immediately previous work and the start 
time of the received new work, in the working hour column of the work record of 
the immediately previous work; and final work record calculation/storage means 
for writing, when a finish of business operation is designated from any one of the 
worker's terminals, the working hours, which are determined by the start time of a 
final work and the time at which the finish of business operation is received, in 
the working hour column in the final work record of the worker relating to the 
worker's terminal of the work record storage means (column/line 28/33-49, 
regarding tracking employee's time spent at a particular work station;). 

Zeif teaches a work record acquisition server according to claim 5, comprising 
authority storage means for storing an authority level in the relationship between the 
respective workers (column/line 23/25-28, regarding facility production manager 
accessing the production data at the work station). Zeif does not directly teach wherein 
the screen during work display control means causes the worker's terminal of a worker 
having a higher authority level to display the screen during work including the 
information during work of a worker or a plurality of worker whose authority level relating 
to the above worker is low. However, it is old in well known in the art for a person with 
higher authority level (i.e. system administrator) to be able to access the information of 
a person with lower authority level in a computer system. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include the 
business system of Zeif with the ability to for a person with higher authority level (i.e. 
system administrator) to be able to access the information of a person with lower 
authority level in a computer system as taught by old and well known art since the 
claimed invention is merely a combination of old elements, and in the combination each 
element merely would have performed the same function as it did separately, and one 
of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the results of the combination 
were predictable. 

1 5. Claims 3-4 and 9-1 0 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Zeif (US 7209859) in view of Taylor et al (US 6292830). 

16. With respect to claims 3-4 and 9-10, Zeif teaches a work record acquisition 
server according to claim 2 further comprising means for employee identification and 
tracking the time the working arrives at the work station to start work, (column/line 
28/33-37, regarding employee inserting a time card to identify the particular employee). 
Zeif does not teach using biometric data to allow the worker for identification and to 
access the work station. Taylor teaches using biometric data for verification of an 
individual's identity in a work environment (column/line 53/26-30, regarding biometric 
verification). 
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Since each individual element and its function are shown in the prior art, albeit 
shown in separate references, the difference between the claimed subject matter and 
the prior art rests not on any individual element or function but in the very combination 
itself- that is the substitution of the biometric data of the employee of Taylor for the 
employee card of Zeif. 

Thus, the simple substitution of one known element for another producing a 
predictable result renders the claim obvious. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art to use a biometric worker identification system with the 
system in Zeif. 

Conclusion 

17. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Wynn et al (US 5459657, regarding employee time and 
accounting system), Furumatsu (US 2002/0103655, regarding work data management 
system). 

18. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRAND I P. PARKER whose telephone number is (571) 
272-9796. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs. 8-5pm. 
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19. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Beth Boswell can be reached on (571) 272-6737. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

20. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner, Art Unit 3623 

/Andre Boyce/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3623 



